Call for Applications – Winter AIEAA Young Days (WAYD) 
1. General Information
This document constitutes the official Call for Applications for the Winter AIEAA Young Days – WAYD. The 2026 WAYD will take place in Bologna, Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences – DISTAL (V.le Fanin 50) from 02.02.26 to 04.02.26 and is organized by AIEAA.
2. Background and Rationale
The WAYD is designed to offer a training experience in writing competitive scientific projects with specific reference to EU programs. The primary focus, in line with the Association's scope, is Agricultural and Applied Economics. The WAYD aims to provide an overview of the main issues related to the writing phase of a project, exploring technical, financial and relational aspects.
3. Objectives
The WAYD aims to provide early-stage researchers (PhD students, research fellows, RTD-A, etc.) with a comprehensive understanding of the design and development of competitive scientific projects, with particular attention to European funding schemes. Specifically, the objectives are:
· to introduce financing schemes, raising participants’ awareness of different typologies of projects, funding sources;
· to explain how to interpret funding topics and how to position economic competences within project proposals;
· to develop skills for writing and structuring a competitive scientific project;
· to explain how to build a partnership and facilitate effective teamwork;
· to promote mentoring activities by AIEAA professors with experience in EU project (as researchers, coordinators and evaluators).
4. Program Structure and Contents
The program will be structured as follows: it will begin with an introduction to research financing schemes, with particular emphasis on the Horizon Europe framework. Participants will then be organized into working groups according to thematic affinities. These groups will engage in guided collaborative work aimed at developing selected components of a Horizon Europe project proposal. The program will conclude with the final presentation of the work produced by each group, followed by a discussion and feedback session with the mentors and other participants. All the activities will be held in English.
5. Eligibility Criteria
Applications are open to all early-stage researchers (PhD candidates, research fellows, RTD-A, etc.) who are members of AIEAA. Membership is the only mandatory requirement.  No other criteria will be used, in order to encourage the participation of all AIEAA early-stage researchers as much as possible.
6. Application Procedure and Selection Process
Applicants must submit their application by Friday, January 23rd. The application procedure will be conducted through the dedicated application form, available here.
Applications will be reviewed by the AIEAA Board of Directors, based on the candidate's actual membership in the Association. 
7. Registration fee and services offered
Participation fee is 100€ and includes participation fee and AIEAA 2026 membership, in addition to access to all the training course activities, two lunches, an aperitivo a dinner in the city centre of Bologna. Furthermore, for PhD students there is the possibility of receiving training credits (CFU). The fee is payable in a single solution by bank transfer or through PayPal to the Association (more details here).
For those who are already AIEAA members for 2026, the participation fee is 60€.
Once the form is filled out and the registration fee is paid, the enrolled participant will be notified by email. 
The participation fee (60€) will not be refunded in case of cancellation. 
8. Contact Information
For further information, applicants may contact:
· Giacomo Rinaldi, giacomomaria.rinald2@unibo.it
· Meri Raggi, meri.raggi@unibo.it
· Davide Viaggi, davide.viaggi@unibo.it 

9. Data Protection and Privacy
Personal data provided during the application process will be processed in accordance with applicable data protection regulations.
