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Journal Introduction

Sustainability is an international, cross-
disciplinary, scholarly, peer-reviewed and 

open access journal of environmental, 
cultural, economic, and social sustainability 

of human beings.
Current Sections: 21

12 (section) Editors 

1863 members of Editorial 
Board

1253 members of Reviewer
Board 
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Journal features

• Open Access—free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or their 
institutions.

• Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision provided to authors approximately 14.5 
days after submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9 days (median values for papers published in 
this journal in the first half of 2020).

• Recognition of Reviewers: reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review reports receive vouchers entitling 
them to a discount on the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in appreciation of the work done.

• It provides an advanced forum for studies related to sustainability and sustainable 
development,  and is published semi-monthly online by MDPI.

• to encourage scientists to publish their experimental and theoretical research relating to 
natural sciences, social sciences and humanities in as much detail as possible in order to 
promote scientific predictions and impact assessments of global change and 
development. Full experimental and methodical details must be provided so that the 
results can be reproduced

https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/apc


Type of articles 

• reviews
• regular research papers 
• communications and short notes  (there is no restriction on the length 

of the papers)
• manuscripts regarding research proposals and research ideas
• electronic files or software regarding the full details of the calculation 

and experimental procedure, if unable to be published in a normal way, 
can be deposited as supplementary material

• manuscripts communicating to a broader audience with regard to 
research projects financed with public funds



Special issues

• Sustainability runs special issues to create collections of papers on specific 
topics. 
• The aim is to build a community of authors and readers to discuss the latest research 

and develop new ideas and research directions. 

• Special Issues are led by Guest Editors who are experts in the subject and oversee the 
editorial process for papers. 

• Papers published in a Special Issue will be collected together on a dedicated page of 
the journal website. 



Example of special issues (last AIEAA newsletter)

• Call for Papers Special Issue Sustainability
Human, Cultural, Social, Political and Environmental Dimensions for a New Vision of the 
Sustainable Agro-Food System Post COVID-19

• Call for Papers Special Issue Sustainability
Addressing the Food–Health–Environmental Nexus for Agri-Food System Sustainability

• Call for Papers Special Issue Sustainability
Small Farm Strategies and Territorial Integration



Role of Editor

Section editor invites to 
check a manuscript & the list 

of suggested reviewers (*)

• continue for peer-review VS 
desk rejection

• confirm or change reviewers

2-3 reviewers report in 15-
20 days

• After first round of review

• Accept in current form

• Accept after minor revision

• Major 

• Ask for an additional
reviewer

• Reject and decline
resubmission

• Reject and encourage
resubmission

New round of revision and 
new decision required

• Accept in current form 

• Accept after minor revision 

• Major 

• Ask for an additional 
reviewer 

• Reject and decline 
resubmission 

• Reject and encourage
resubmission



Reviewers 

• Receive a discount voucher code entitling you to a reduction in the article 
processing charge (APC) of a future submission to any MDPI journal. 
Vouchers are linked to your email address and can be applied online at 
submission or any time before acceptance. 

• Receive a personalized reviewer certificate. 

• Are included in the journal’s annual acknowledgment of reviewers.

• Are considered for the journal’s outstanding reviewer award and reviewer 
board. 

• Can build your profile on Publons and have your reviewing activity 
automatically added for participating journals. Publons profiles can also be 
integrated with ORCID.

https://www.mdpi.com/data/person.jpg
https://publons.com/in/mdpi/
https://publons.com/in/mdpi/
https://orcid.org/


Rating the manuscript

Significance: Are the results 
interpreted appropriately? 
Are they significant? Are all 
conclusions justified and 
supported by the results? 
Are hypotheses and 
speculations carefully 
identified as such? 

Quality of Presentation: Is 
the article written in an 
appropriate way? Are the 
data and analyses presented 
appropriately? Are the 
highest standards for 
presentation of the results 
used? 

Scientific Soundness: is the 
study correctly designed and 
technically sound? Are the 
analyses performed with the 
highest technical standards? 
Are the data robust enough 
to draw the conclusions? 
Are the methods, tools, 
software, and reagents 
described with sufficient 
details to allow another 
researcher to reproduce the 
results? 

Interest to the Readers: Are 
the conclusions interesting 
for the readership of the 
Journal? Will the paper 
attract a wide readership, or 
be of interest only to a 
limited number of people? 
(please see the Aims and 
Scope of the journal) 

Overall Merit: Is there an 
overall benefit to publishing 
this work? Does the work 
provide an advance towards 
the current knowledge? Do 
the authors have addressed 
an important long-standing 
question with smart 
experiments? 

English Level: Is the English 
language appropriate and 
understandable? 



Discussion 

• Multidisciplinary journal 

• Topic covered

• Types of articles

• broad audiences 

• Rapid publication

• Recognitions to reviewer

• MDPI RoMEO Green publisher (Article processing charge)

• Creative Common CC BY license

• Compliance with H2020 rules
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